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Week Ending Friday, October 29, 1993

Message to the Senate Transmitting
the Netherlands-United States Tax
Convention Protocol
October 22, 1993

To the Senate of the United States:
I transmit herewith for Senate advice and

consent to ratification the Protocol Amend-
ing the Convention Between the United
States of America and the Kingdom of the
Netherlands for the Avoidance of Double
Taxation and the Prevention of Fiscal Eva-
sion with Respect to Taxes on Income, signed
at Washington on October 13, 1993. A relat-
ed exchange of notes is enclosed for the in-
formation of the Senate. Also transmitted for
the information of the Senate is the report
of the Department of State with respect to
the Protocol.

The Protocol will prohibit a treaty abuse
otherwise permitted by the Convention,
which was previously transmitted to the Sen-
ate. The Protocol will prevent a Dutch inves-
tor in the United States from evading vir-
tually all income taxes in both the United
States and the Netherlands through a perma-
nent establishment in a third, low-income ju-
risdiction. The Protocol and the Convention
are intended to reduce the distortions of both
double taxation and tax evasion. The two
agreements will modernize tax relations be-
tween the United States and the Netherlands
and will facilitate greater bilateral private
sector investment.

I recommend that the Senate give early
and favorable consideration to the Protocol,
together with the Convention, and give its
advice and consent to ratification.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
October 22, 1993.

NOTE: This item was not received in time for pub-
lication in the appropriate issue.

Nomination for Chairman of the
Consumer Product Safety
Commission
October 22, 1993

The President today announced his inten-
tion to nominate Ann Winkelman Brown as
a Commissioner and the Chairman of the
Consumer Product Safety Commission.

‘‘Ann Brown has worked tirelessly to im-
prove consumer product safety in America,’’
the President said. ‘‘In her new role, I am
certain she will make even further strides in
this important field.’’

NOTE: A biography of the nominee was made
available by the Office of the Press Secretary. This
item was not received in time for publication in
the appropriate issue.

Remarks and an Exchange With
Reporters on Haiti
October 23, 1993

The President. I wanted to give you what
I think is a more precise answer to your ques-
tion. I was, of course, aware of the allega-
tions; they were reported today in the press.
But the question of whether he was fit to
serve seems to me was reinforced by the per-
sonal experience that Ambassador Pezzullo,
my Special Envoy on the subject had, plus
everyone else in the administration in work-
ing with him, plus the fact that during the
time when he served as President, political
terrorism and abuses went down in Haiti, not
up. So based on the personal experiences of
the people in the administration who worked
with President Aristide, we felt that they
were a more valid indicator than the allega-
tions that were reported.

Q. Mr. President, you aren’t saying the al-
legations aren’t true?
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The President. No one knows whether
they’re true or not. They were allegations.
We don’t know if they were true or not. I’m
just saying based on the personal experiences
of a lot of people in this Government and
before me even, before I became President,
we had sustained experience—that the expe-
riences of the people who were working with
Aristide, plus what is the evidence that we
have at least of the conduct of the administra-
tion when he was in office, tended to under-
mine those reports.

Q. What sort of credibility does the CIA
report have then, the one that’s been cir-
culated on the Hill?

The President. Well, they were required
to do what they had to do, which is to report
whatever information they’d been given. And
the CIA would be the first to tell you that
they get a lot of information—it’s not always
accurate, but they have to give what they
have to the intelligence committees, just as
they do to the President. That’s the law.

Q. Well, Mr. President, what do you think
it’s going to take for this to go away as far
as the public is concerned and even Capitol
Hill?

The President. What do you mean, for
what to go away?

Q. For this whole issue about his mental
stability and his mental——

Q. Jesse Helms says he’s psychotic
and——

The President. Well, but you know, some
of those guys, they like the Government they
got, I think. Sometimes some of the opposi-
tion here may come from people who were
satisfied with this whole sad, recent history
of Haiti. What’s their alternative?

We tried to find a political solution which
basically would allow democracy to return to
Haiti and which has a guarantee of a more
stable government by bringing in Mr. Malval,
whom everybody admits was a nonpolitical
business person, someone who had the best
interest of his people at heart and other peo-
ple who could be real stabilizing factors. The
security and personal safety of the leaders
of the army and the police were guaranteed.
The Governors Island Agreement provided
for French-speaking forces to go in and re-
train the police force to make them a real
police instead of an instrument of political

oppression and for French-speaking Canadi-
ans and the United States to send in people
who could in effect convert the army into
an army corps of engineers, help them re-
build the country. And they’re not seriously
threatened. So I think that—and all those
steps were supported by Aristide.

So when you look at the record and you
look at—I would remind you—you look at
the threat that we were all facing, that we
continue to face, the previous administration
faced from people trying to get on their boats
and come to the United States, hundreds of
whom have drowned in the effort, it would
seem to me to—and the clear evidence that
the—at least for as long as I have been Presi-
dent—that the hope of a return to democracy
and Aristide’s return was the biggest incen-
tive for the Haitian people to stay home.

I think that we have done the right thing
with our policy. We always knew there was
a chance that the forces of reaction in Haiti
would break the deal, but—or people in this
country to try to justify the abrogation of the
Governors Island Agreement based on what
are now very old charges that have very little
to do with the government that’s operating
there or with the actions of the last 9 months,
I think is not very persuasive.

Q. The blockade now, according to a mis-
sionary, a British missionary, quoted yester-
day as saying the blockade is actually hurting
the people of Haiti more than it is the regime
there.

The President. It always hurts the people
first. The regime has access to monopolies,
and they have lots of money. But the block-
ade is what got the Governors Island Agree-
ment going. The blockade finally hit the re-
gime and the elites, and in the end, they suf-
fered, too. I think even a lot of people that
have some money there must be worried
about the conduct of the police and some
of the military in the last few weeks.

Q. How long do you think it’s going to
take for it to——

The President. I don’t have any idea. I
don’t know. But I just know that that poor
country has been plundered on and off for
nearly 200 years now. And the people finally
thought they were going to get a shot at de-
mocracy, a chance to be embraced into the
world community. It’s probably the most en-
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vironmentally devastated nation, at least in
this hemisphere. And there are a lot of real
opportunities for the people to return to a
normal life and for all the people in the army
and the police to find some reconciliation in
a legitimate and lawful society. It’s very sad.

But I would remind you that with regard
to the embargo, the sanctions, that’s what we
were asked to do by the Government of
Haiti. The government supported the return
of the sanctions. But I imagine that it must
be very discouraging to the people. They
thought they were on the brink of having a
normal government, a normal life, free of
corruption and oppression, and it’s frustrat-
ing to them.

I know what people are saying about
Aristide; you could look at the alternatives.
And we have to go based on the evidence,
the conduct of people. And so far we have
no—he’s done everything he said he would
do. And he’s been more than willing to reach
out to others. And he made strict guarantees
as to the security of the—that his former op-
ponents, something that they weren’t willing
to do, and certainly something they haven’t
practiced. And we even said if—the whole
U.N. process was set up to reinforce that.

Q. Having said that about Mr. Aristide,
is there a compromise candidate somewhere,
someone who may not be Mr. Aristide but
who may be a compromise with the regime
there now to normalize things in Haiti?

The President. Our position is what our
position is right now. Our position is we have
sanctions on, because the Governors Island
Agreement was violated. They have a—and
he was elected to a term of office. And that’s
my position.

Q. When do you think Aristide may be
back in Haiti? When might you get him back
in there?

The President. I was hoping he’d be back
on October—like I said, that country has suf-
fered a long time. We’ve seen a lot of evi-
dence, even from Haitian-Americans that the
people there do not want to leave. And a
lot of people who live elsewhere might go
home if they just had a decent place to go
home to, if they didn’t have to worry about
being beat up or bribed or oppressed, have
a real decent chance to make a living. And
that’s what the world community, that’s what

the countries in this hemisphere wanted to
help Haiti achieve. And it’s unfortunate that
the people down there decided they’d rather
keep a stranglehold on a shrinking future
than play a legitimate part of an expanding
future. That’s a decision they’re going to have
to make.

NOTE: The exchange began at approximately 8:30
a.m. on the South Lawn at the White House. A
tape was not available for verification of the con-
tent of these remarks.

The President’s Radio Address
October 23, 1993

Good morning. Last year I waged a cam-
paign for President on a commitment to
change our economic course in Washington,
to change economic policy and put the Amer-
ican people first. After a long struggle we
are finally seeing signs of hope in our econ-
omy. We have moved to significantly lower
our Federal deficit, and now we have the
lowest interest rates in 30 years. That’s bring-
ing back business investment, housing starts,
purchases of expensive capital equipment.
And now in the past 8 months, our economy
has created more jobs in the private sector
than were created in the previous 4 years.

We’ve still got a long way to go. We need
more investment, more jobs that pay living
wages, more opportunity for our students
and workers to train and retrain themselves
for a changing global economy. We’ll never
make America what it ought to be until we
provide real health security for all our peo-
ple, health care that’s always there, that can
never be taken away, that controls costs and
maintains quality and coverage.

But we can’t do any of those things until
the American people really feel secure
enough to make the changes we need to
make. I see evidence of that uncertainty, that
insecurity, as I struggle to expand trade op-
portunities for our people through passing
the North American Free Trade Agreement;
as I struggle to convince people we should
open our markets to others and force other
markets open so that we can sell more of
our high-tech equipment around the world;
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